Deir St. Macarius Of Alexandria In Wadi El-Rayan, Fayoum: A Forgotten Monastery As Siegfried G. Richter mentioned "Wessely knew of 89 Ptolemaic sites, 141 Roman sites, and 198 sites from the Byzantine period. Before Wessel's work, Emile Amelineau had collected toponyms from literary sources such as (Coptic) Synaxarium for his geography of Coptic Egypt (Amelineau 1893) . But even today the number of known toponyms in Greek, Coptic, and Arabic continues to grow, a new discoveries are made" 6 . With such extensive work on Fayoum region, still this article will shed light on one of the forgotten Coptic sites in the Fayoum so-called "Monastery of St. Macarius of Alexandria in Wadi el-Rayan", 7 In this article, the first textual material from the site will come to light as well. In fact, there are few remnants of monasteries in Fayoum according to what is mentioned in literature such as the history of Patriarchs, Abu Salih Al-Armani, and Al-Nabulsi; these sources indicate that Fayoum had thirty five monasteries in the past. 8 Moreover, the deserts of Fayoum used to be a home of hermits and small groups of monks as early as the second half of the third century. 9 In general, it is not known where in Fayoum the monasteries were located, or what kind of monasteries, or how big they were. This paper aims to present a general idea about the Monastery of St. Macarius of Alexandria; its history and the new archaeological finds, especially, the Coptic inscriptions which are recently discovered there.
DEIR ST. MACARIUS OF ALEXANDRIA:
Actually, there is a very little information about Deir St. Macarius of Alexandria in Wadi el-Rayan. However, it was already mentioned in a few published works as that of Ahmed Fakhry , an Egyptian archaeologist, visited the area of Deir St. Marcarius of Alexandria in Wadi el-Rayan in pursuit of his archaeological concerns, 10 which is considered the SHEDET (3) -44 -Deir St. Macarius Of Alexandria In Wadi El-Rayan, Fayoum: A Forgotten Monastery only archaeological investigation carried out at this the site. 11 A few more details were recorded by traveling scholars who saw the monastery and the hills in vicinity. 12 For instance, Otto Meinardus had examined and described the caves and the church. 13 The monastery locates in the south of the depression of Wadi el-Rayan "Ain Al-Rayan al-Bahriya". The monastery, repopulated since 1960s, is situated in the south eastern region of the Fayoum province in Egypt, at the foot of a ridge of desert hills that belong to the mountain on 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS:
A topographical survey of these picturesque knolls, revealed until now; remains of buildings, tombs, ancient temple (?), 15 and huge number of pottery, potsherds, coins, and anaphora etc... In addition, the presence of some rock-cut hermitages scattered all over the mountain, and caves. Some of them still have Coptic writings and inscriptions; 16 added to this is the extensive flat ground in north and west of the modern monastery. The remains still exist in the hermitages, which are discovered recently by the monk's accidently, give us strong evidences that some of these hermitages date back at least to the sixth and seventh centuries. Moreover, there is a ruin of a hill; the modern monks think that this is the Deir al-Zakawah, 17 which is mentioned only one time as ruins on a map of the Description de l'Égypte. 18 15 It could be the one Ahmed Fakhery mentioned in his article 16 The Coptic writings and inscriptions on the side will be a topic for another article 17 Amelineau mentioned that Anba Samuel stayed for a short period on it before moving to Deir Naqlun. It locates in the middle road between Monastery of Anba Sameul in Kalamoun and Deir Naqloun, in wadi el-Rayan, see: E. Amélineau, Histore des Monastères de la Basse Égypte, 18 Description de l' Egypte, vol.16, p. 52; atlas, fol. 19 Deir St. Macarius Of Alexandria In Wadi El-Rayan, Fayoum: A Forgotten Monastery
THE HERMITAGES:
The hermitages were used in the past by the monks practicing anchoretic style of life. The site has, until now, about 20 hermitages some of them had human remains of such as No.2 has a body of a monk with his clothes, and No.21 has bodies of two saints (?), and No.9. Most of hermitages contain pottery, potsherd, and glass and remains of organic materials; No.5 of which is somehow big hermitage and it contains lot of potsherds and remains of organics, No.16 has a lot of potsherds, and No. 26, 27, 28 and 30 have pottery and glass. In some cases, the size of the hermitage is too small, and so it is only suitable for one person such as No.7, which is a rock-cut hermitage. On other cases, the hermitage is quite big such as No.5, No.10, 18 and No.15 As it used to be in Ascetic areas and elsewhere, in the site of St. Macarius of Alexandria in wadi el-Rayan, the hermitages/cells are wholly or partially contrived in the limestone or sandstone. The interior of which is partially or fully plastered with mud and white wash coloring. Each cell has either one or two windows, which in wadi rayan are fitted with screens, to protect monks from mosquitoes which come heavily to the depression of the wadi al-Rayan every summer. Especial places provide space for books and writing utensils. 
FINAL WORD:
After this general idea about the Monastery of St. Macarius of Alexandria, and the new discoveries there, the scientific excavation will open up the possibility for studying in depth the Christianity and Monasticism in Fayoum. Moreover, to understand the caves of the early anchorites in Egypt, the experiment of the wadi Rayan is great importance, especially in view of the fact that we have no descriptions of any ancient cells, and casual allusions suffice to form only a very general picture of them. 19 At present the monastery is experiencing a revival and is inhabited by about 140 monks; new buildings have been erected and the central church of the st. Macarius has recently been renovated.
Yet a comprehensive study of the site is lacking, and so the first task for us is to survey the remains and draw a map of the entire complex including the modern monastery, the archaeological sites east and north of it, and all the hermitages which could be identified in the surrounding hills on the basis of scattered potsherds and architectural traces.
